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M 0*0 RAND UM 

SUBJECT? CommU ©a US1A Study, "ijttnati of fru World Ktm Uat 
C*mtxy by Country, to Three Pesaible Ceumi of Acti* 
by the OS in Cusmoy-Matau, ” of * September lf|g 

i. Commenting upon the findings of this study is * co*sk^t ,bir 
cbailcage because of the detail and p racial ea oi its country -t>> -counufy 
judgments sad the rather broad terms used la defining the study's j. abir * 
We feel that Free World reactioaa to the three given courses of -m tf >n 
would depend to a considerable exteat upon a number oi contingent!* s w*:t 
are not identified in the stetemeat oi the problem. These wool© inc ode 
the context, timing, weapons aad targets, end the total mode or rati >ia 
of US intervention or non-intervention. Furthermore, the reactions wo it $ 
vary U on the one hand the US intervention were for the purpose oi 
breaking Chinese Communist harass meat of off she re Island re supply 
operations, or, on the other, it were for the purpose of assisting la the 
dafense of the offshore islands against a Chinese Communist effort t , 
seise them by assault. * 

****** 180-12-59: "Frobnble Davelopmnats in tha Taiwan Strait Crisis 
(2S October If 58); NIK 108-4*55: "Communist Capabilities km in- 
tentions with Respect to the Offshore I sl a n ds and Taiwan thresh L 9 S- >, 
and Communist aad Noa-Cemmuniat Reactions with Ksspect eo tha La* 
of Taiwan." (U March Iff 5). 
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Z. Our principal difference* vitk the droad conclaaixm* ate fans 
on page 1 of tin study ar* Oef: 

a. We would anticipate leas governmental approval 
(•specially in Europe) titan the study indicates, ia the sveai of 
US intervention with c emrenti ewai w e a pon s to end Chinese £ ran, 
unist harassment of Uaemey-Matsu re supply operations . 

h. Wa would expect a somewhat greater sense o£ aa§ pre- 
hension among Asian governments concerning future Chinese 
Communist and US late ati eons, ia the eveat that the 03 has -eciaeit 
not to intervene militarily ia Querney* Matsu resupply ope r too?. - 
If the US did not Intervene in the event af an a*tsanp**4 Chinese 
Communist invasion of tbs offshore islands, this apprehension 


would We increased conoids rably. 
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A. !» tie event of a CMatat Goramnnlet attack ©a to 
oii» tec** and a US decision not to into rv«M miUtarii?. ioa* 
of US preitlg© would be markedly greater than it woaid be l * tia 
cnee of US non-intervention ia the face of Chinese Ctwiret *t 
haraoome at of Qnemoy-Maiaa reo apply. 

S. Aside from the comment* above, we do not take major 
exception to the summary of reaction* ia lb* far bait (page iZ}. h* 
summaries of reaction* in iSarppe (png* 2> and in the Near iteet, $ mti 
Aeia and Africa (page 6) do not differ greatly with the view** ,*i 
office. We note an inconsistency with raepect 
aad 6). Tbe prevent Le bano n government woiti probably c oedema 
intervention with nuclear weapon* rather than take a neutralist stand 
an Indicated on page nix. 


- I - 
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Mr. Abbott Washburn 
Deputy Director 

United States Information Agency 
W aching ton. i>. G. 


Dear Mr. Washbnra: 


F allowing upon any telephone call to you al & 
week or se ago. 1 forward herewith my staff's views so 
year paper ea free world reactions to possible US courses 
of action in the off -sho re islands situa tion. Tou m*»y wish 


to tran sm it them to 
parent document. 


for filing with thr 


Please allow me to apologia® again for the 
overaight which has resulted in eo long a delay. 1 hope 
that if the need for oar assistance should arise again 
we can de a prompter job. 


25X1! 


Sincerely yours. 


Sherman Kent 
Assistant Director 


attachment 




-t;h ,'h 
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